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Key Drivers 

• Placemaking Principal 

• MGSDP 

• Resilient Glasgow – 

Rockefeller RC 100 

• Integrated green Infrastructure 

• Climate mitigation / Geology 

• Glasgow’s urban Model 

• Risk awareness in decision 

making – not risk averse 

• De-risking development for 

developers 

• Effective & efficient use of 

resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LDP commitments include 

•Supplementary Guidance spatial and subject 

based 

•City Centre spatial planning 

•Economic area Review 

•Network of centres Review 

•Sub surface planning 

•GCVGN priorities 

•Renewable Energy mapping 

•MGSDP 

•Includes geodiversity in Natural environment 

policy 
 







IGI commitments include 

•Supplementary Guidance – Green Belt & 

Green Network; Water Environment; Resource 

Management 

• Embedded within Open space strategy  

• Embedded within Placemaking and spatial 

strategy 

•Embedded within Strategic development 

Framework 

•Exploring new ways to identify opportunities 

for IGI 



Subsurface planning now integral to 
Glasgows City Development Plan –  
 

The proposed City Development 

Plan for Glasgow recognises the 

importance of the subsurface 

environment in the development of 

spatial strategy, policies and 

proposals for the future use of land 

and infrastructure in Glasgow, 

reflecting the growing awareness of 

the importance of subsurface 

knowledge for the City. 

• www.glasgow.gov.uk/development

plan 
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Drivers of ASK Network Glasgow 

Increasing need to use & manage the 

subsurface 

Large of data, but inaccessible  

large amount of data generated from 

the site investigations/re-

development/remediation of 

contaminated land in the city – but 

couldn’t be used easily by the council 



Influencing best practice in Europe 

Collaboration between cities & geological surveys  

Developing subsurface planning 
 

- relating sub-surface infrastructure such as utility services, district 

heating, energy and broadband infrastructure and transport, SUDS 

and water management infrastructure 

 

 

 

 

 





Subsurface planning: challenges and lessons learnt in Oslo, 

Rotterdam and Glasgow  

 
• Have an awareness of the impact on the sub surface of 

major proposals 

• Identify who owns the sub surface infrastructure that 

currently exists 

• Identify buffer zones between various sub surface uses 

• Understand the opportunities and constraints that exist 

around energy wells – both closed and open systems 

• Remember to plan outside the 3d red line of the site 

• Understand the sub surface layers and who regulates 

them 



Subsurface planning: challenges and lessons learnt in Oslo, 

Rotterdam and Glasgow  

 • Note that not all stakeholders are interested in all the layers of 

the sub surface. They all have different priorities and 

deliverables that impact on what they can and cannot do 

within the subsurface.  

• Subsurface data layers require to be available to a wide 

audience of professionals within a GIS environment (both 

private & public data). They require to have a clear 

description; identified data owner and parameters. There 

should be an indication about which layer of the subsurface 

they relate to.  

• Information on the sub surface spatial planning needs to be 

gathered in one place; in one format and needs to be an 

identified responsibility for a team or individual. Data 

management system may be required. 



What next.. 
Development of Subsurface Supplementary planning 

guidance 2015-18  

 – UK first supplementary planning guidance 

  – NERC/BGS Fellowship to support this 
 

 

Development of fully integrated above and below ground 

3D BIM : 3D planning mechanism 

 – 2 major redevelopment sites in city being used as 

 trials 2015-16 

  – NERC/BGS Fellowship to support this 

 

 

 

   Adapt Dutch tool ‘Serious 

   Game’  
   – assist improving understanding 

   of importance and  

   complexities of subsurface  

   planning 


